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The ENVIS Resource Partner on Forest Genetic Resources and Tree 

Improvement at IFGTB observed the World Wetlands Day, 2020 on  

3rd February.  Dr S Murugesan, Director, IFGTB inaugurated the function and 

spoke on the role of wetlands which are important carbon sinks, in mitigating 

climate change. Dr Kannan CS Warrier, Scientist F and ENVIS Coordinator 

detailed on the significance of 37 Ramsar Sites in India and how they serve as 

abode of many threatened species of flora and fauna including 213 species of 

fish and 74 amphibians. Sundarbans, the world’s largest halophytic block 

harbours two globally threatened species of mangroves.  Though wetlands and 

rich with biodiversity, they are disappearing three times faster than forests, he 

added. An inter house Quiz programme on environment and wetlands in 

particular was organized for IFGTB staff members. Dr S. Vigneswaran, 

Programme Officer, ENVIS conducted the quiz and created awareness among 

the participants and audience on various issues related to environment.  Prizes 

were awarded to the winners by the Director and certificate of participation was 

awarded to all. An awareness poster highlighting the current year’s theme 

identified by the UN “Wetlands and Biodiversity” was released during this 

occasion.  Copies of the poster and handouts were distributed to the school 

children in and around Coimbatore.  An awareness short film on the 

significance of conservation of wetlands released by the Ministry of 

Environment Forest and Climate Change was also screened.  
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