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‘States spending only 2% on forests’

HT Correspondent
*® dehradunlive@hindustantimes.com

DEHRADUN :States are spending
-on an average 2% funds on for-
est related activities, says
Padma Bhushan Chandi
Prasad Bhatt. He added that
this data was based on a sur-
vey conducted by National
Forest Commission.
On the occasion of World Day

affect mankind. We need to
understand the significance of
our forests.”

-Bhatt added India has
around 69% drylands, so every
individual needs to recognise
the significance and challenges
associated with them.

“People’s participation is
extremely necessary for sav-
ing our drylands from deser-
tification and drought. But

& Dr Chandi Prasad Bhatt at FRI

to Combat Desertification, firstly, we need to prepare peo- :

Indian Council of Forestry ple’s programme. Only then on Friday. \ HTFHGT0
Research and Education can we achieve 100% partici-

(ICFRE) organised a workshop  pation from locals,” he empha- * RAMESH CANCEI-S VISIT
in the state capital on Friday.  sised.

The workshop was based on Vivek Saxena, director min- ;m’émﬁwﬂm
topic ‘SLEM (Sustainable Land  istry of environment and the visit of union nﬁﬁ’?ster GFfor
and Ecosystem Management) forests spoke about various ‘estand environment Jairam
Revival of Forests in Dryland = ongoing activities of United Fameeh o iphisedin
Areas’. Nations Convention to Combat Sfend e Wﬂm F;n “SLEM:

In his inaugural address, Desertification (UNCCD) Role of Forests in Dryland Afuas
Bhatt drew attentiontowards Present on the occasion were asachisfguest.
the economy spent on conser- VK Bahuguna, director Ben" o Spurces informed that} Famesh.
vation and other related activ-  eral Indian Council of Forestry cancelled his visit at the leventh
ities of forests. Research and Education, hour. “Invitations were dis-

Hesaid, “Accordingtoasur- Rabindra. Kumar DDG patthed and WA Wete prepared to
vey conducted by National Dharmendra Verma pro,yect recelve the union minigerp o

Forest Commission, each state
has recorded only 1-2 %
expense on forest. This is quite
alarming as forests directly

director SLEM and others.

Bhatt also inaugurated an
exhibition organized on the
occasion.

Friday morning. However, he can-
celled thevnsnearly morning,
around 3 am.”
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forests should participate’

TriBuNE NEWs SERVICE

DEHRADUN, JUNE 18 ee
Padma Bhushan Chandi
Prasad Bhatt has outlined the
need for making people-cen-
tric environment conserva-
tion programmes.
Inaugurating the one-day
workshop of the Indian
Council of Forestry Research
and Education on “Role of
Forests in Dryland Areas”
here, Bhatt said most of the
environment-conservation
programmes that took shape
in the country were purely
from the environment point
of view while the inhabi-
tants, who depended on
forests heavily, got little
importance in these pro-
grammes. Referring to envi-
ronmental imbalance in hilly
areas of Uttarakhand, Bhatt
said a fast-eroding forest
cover had led to frequent

Chandi Prasad Bhatt
said lack of participation
of people in such
environment-
conservation
progammes made an
adverse impact on their
success

landslides which could be
amply gauged from the fact
that staggering nine hundred
hill roads in the state got
closed due to landsides Jast
year. However, on the con-
trary, the roads of Gopeshwar
and Ukhimath proved to be
an exception due to the pres-
ence of a dense tree cover
which prevented occurrence
of landslides.

Earlier, Dr VK Bahuguna,
Director-General, Indian
Council of Forestry Research
and Education, welcomed
the participants to the work-
shop. He said June 17 was

being celebrated every year
as World Day to Combat
Desertification and Drought
since 1994. He hoped that the
workshop would Iead to a
knowledgeable outcome.

- The Director, Forest
Research Institute, Dr SS
Negi, former Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests,
Rajasthan, Abhijit Ghosh,
Director, National Institute
Hydrology, Roorkee, Dr RD
Singh, Director, Central Soil
and Water Conservation
Research and Training Insti-
tute, Dehradun, Dr VN Shar-
da, Indian Institute of Sci-
ence, Bangalore, Prof Ravin-
dra Nath and Dr Ajai of
Space Application Centre,
Ahmedabad, were the other
prominent participants in the
workshop. Dr Dharmendra
Verma, organising secretary
of the workshop, coordinated
the proceedings.
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‘Public role in environmental programmes crucial’

PNS ® DEHRADUN

Noted environmentalist
and Padma Bhushan
-recipient, Chandi Prasad
Bhatt, said that Government
programmes aimed at improv-
ing the environment and the
socio economic condition of
the péople cannot be effective
unless the people are directly
involved in
their execution.

He pointed out that most
the programmes are formu-
lated at the top level and the
public is expected to act
according to the plan. Bhatt
said this while speaking as the
chief guest at the inauguration .
of a workshop on 'SLEM: role
of forests in dryland areas' in
the Forest Research Institute
campus on Friday.

Environment and Forests
minister, Jairam Ramesh, was
earlier slated to inaugurate the
workshop but cancelled his
visit to Dehradun.

Addressing the gathering,

Bhatt said that most environ-
ment related programmes for-
mulated by the Government
focus on the environment
while ignoring the people
who depend on the ecology
The lack of power given to
people in programmes meant
for the welfare of the people
is one of the factors responsi-
ble for the inefficient execu-
tion of such plans.

Referring to the problems
being experienced in the
mountainous regions of
Uttarakhand due to environ-
mental imbalance like thin-
ning of forest cover, he said
that according to the State
Government, at least 900
motor roads were closed to
traffic due to landslides and
other factors in the mon-
soons of 2010 but the road
linking Gopeshwar and
Ukhimath faced no such
problem because of the dense
tree cover in the area.

In addition to desertifica-
tion, the degeneration of

-cause

dense forests is also a major
for concern.
"Environmental imbalance
has made life more insecure
for the public and if not tack-

led effectively, it will damage
the socio-economic and cul-
tural wealth of society,” Bhatt
stressed.

The Indian Council of

Forestry Research and
Education director general,
VK Bahuguna, ‘said that all
natural resources are based on
forests because forests control
the productivity of natural
systems. The repercussions
of global climatic change like
the excess rain being received
in shorter periods and pro-
longed periods of drought
are some of the challenges
being faced at present. The
scientific fraternity needs to
formulate measures for strik-
ing the correct balance among
different components of
forests like trees, grasses and
herbs.

He stressed that the pur-
pose of the workshop organ-
ised by ICFRE was to develop
concrete recommendations
on policy and institutional
framework so that efforts
being undertaken improve
the environment while also
h e 1
in reducing poverty of the
people dependent on forests.

The former DG of ICFRE
RV Singh said that grasslands
are ignored in forest manage-
ment practices in spite of
their importance. Ensuring
the availability of water is the
key to facilitate the desired
improvement in the environ-
ment.

The  Ministry of
Environment and Forests
director Vivek Saxena spoke
about the UN Convention to |
Combat Desertification. In the |
technical session, Magsaysay
award recipient Rajendra Singh
delivered the lead lecture on
role of forests in improving
livelihood options in dryland
areas, while professor
Ravindranath from IIS
Bengaluru, former Rajasthan
Agriculture University VC
Pratap Narayan, CSWCRTI
director VN Sharda, NIH
Roorkee director RD Singh, Dr
Ajai from SAC Ahmedabad
and the former Rajasthan
PCCF Abhijit Ghosh also
spoke in the technical session.
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Experts;f sitress role of forests and
locals in combatlng desertlflcatnon

»
. By OUR STAFF REPORTER

DEHRADUN, 17 June:
Expetts, including Magsaysay
award winners Chandi Prasad
Bhatt and Rajendra ‘ Waterman'
Singh
role of .Forests was vital in
checking the expansion of
dryland areas and also
emphasised
involving the local people in
forming polmes regardmg
natural resources to ensure long-
term success.

In the workshop on “SLEM:

Role of Forest in Dryland Areas”

organised by Indian Council of
Forestry Research and Education
on the occasion of World day to
Combat Desertification and

| Drought, the Chief Guest and

‘Chipko Andolan' activist -
Bhatt dwelled upon the

. making

today stressed that the -

the need for . for.

Land” and stressed the need for

programmes based upon-the ‘felt

~ need’ of the populace to be -
effected by such policies. ‘The

need of the hour was peoples
programmes and " peoples’
power,” he emphasised adding
that there should be‘a forest each
every village. In his
presentation, “Waterman’ Singh,
credited with bringing water to

many dry villages in Rajasthan,’

equated forests with joyous life for
local people and described trees
as parents of ariver. He expressed
disappointment that k)day the
policymakers were just “seeing

forests in terms of assets and’
treasure due to which the tendency
to economically exploiting the -

forests was gaimng ground”’. He

forcefully supported Bhatt's

statement that the need of the hour

“people-centric.

was to utilise the traditional
knowledge bank of local people
and warned that development

merely based ‘on science and-
‘technology would only spell

destruction in the long run. Singh
said that "Community Driven

" Decentralised Natural Resources

Management System” was the
need of the hour to save water,

‘land, forests and other natural

resources. He also cautioned that
bottled water trade which was Rs

28,000 crore business today

would soon be Rs 28 lakh crore,

and drinking water would pose

the worst challenge in future.
Presenting the status of

r'drylands in India and emerging

trends, Dr Pratap Narain, former
director CAZRI and former VC
Rajasthan Agriculture University,
Bikaner said that most of hot arid

. areas fell in the northwstern region

with 90 ‘per cent falling in..
Rajasthan and Gujarat and
expressed concern that density of
forest land per capita had fallen to
merely 600 sq metre and ground
water table was also reducing fast:
in the country, worsened by the .
rising populace. He suggested that
steps like sand dune stabilisation,
management strategies forland use, -
forests, drought and floods, water
harvesting, use of traditional
knowledge for harvesting and
conserving water, alternative
livelihood plans in desert and
drought-hit areas, innovative
water-saving inigation techniques,
watershed management and crop
management among others to deal
with the challenge of expanding .
dryland and desertification.
Speaking on the occasion,
Director General ICFRE V K
Bahuguna said that neatly 75 per

L . h'

cent land in the country was
falling under various grades of

_dry land, which would pose

great challenge to support nearly
one billion population making

"green India Mission as great

necessity. He urged the scientists
to provide concrefe
recommendations to check the
expansion of dry lands, gain
synergy in land use and to cope
with water stress. He expressed
hope that the outcomes and
discussions in the workshop
would help in formulating
sustainable land and ecosystem
management policies. The
representatives from
environmental NGOs, researchers,
UN agencies like the:‘World Bank,
UNDP and FAO, senior officers

. from MoEF, senior forest officers

and scientists participated in this
national workshop.
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« June 17 every year is cel-

| -ebrated as World Day to

| Combat Desertification and

| Drought since 1994. This

| year the UNCCD is focus-
'sing on the theme “Forests
keep drylands working”,
On this occasion this year
Indian Council of Forestry
Research and Education
organised a one-day work-
shop on “SLEM: Réle of
‘Forest in Dryland Areas”,
The workshop aimed at
“highlighting the role and

importance of forests in dry- ’

land areas, in halting.deser-
tification, restoring water
bodies and livelihoods in
dryland areas. The out-
comes and discussions-in’
the workshop will help in
formnlating sustainable

MIMACHAL TmES

1€JUNE, > 0l

~ Workshop on World Day to

ion in ICFRE

Combat Desertificat

"land and ecosystem man-

agement policies. i
‘Chandi Prasad Bhatt inau-

1 gurated the workshop. Dr.
! R.V, Singh Former D G, In-

dian Council of Forestry
Research and Education

. was the Guest of Honour.

The representatives from

1 | environmental NGOs, re« *
. searchers, UN agencies like
. the World Bank, UNDP and

FAQ, senior officers from
MOoEF, senior Forest offic-
ers and Scientists partici-

_ pated in this national work-
. shop. Dr. V.K. Bahuguna, D

G, Indian Council of For-

" estry Research and Educa-
" -tion and Dr. S.S. Negi, Di-

rector, Forest Research. In-

stitute, Dehradun and other

dignitaries attended the in-
augural function, 7%
Accoiding to Dr. Dhar-

mendra Verma, Organising—
Secretary of the workshop,
- wellknown experts and sci-

. entists made presentations.
« in the workshop. %

In the workshop lead
‘speech was- given_by
Megsaysay awardee- Raje- -
ndra Singh, - . >

Abhijit Ghosh, Former
Principal Chief Conservator

".of Forests, Rajasthan, Dr.

R.D. Singh, Director Na- -
tional Institute Hydrology
-Roorkee; Dr. V. N. Sharda,
Director Céntral.Soil and
-Water, Conservation Re-
search and Training Insti-
‘tute, Dehradun, -Prof. -
Ravindra Nath, Indian Insti-
tute of Science, Bangalore
and Dr. Ajai of Space Ap-
plication Centre, Ahma-
dabad deliberated in the
Werkshop.
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