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Adding another feather to
its cap, the Indian Council
of Forestry Research and
Education (ICFRE) has
become the first designated
operational entity in the
country to be accredited by
the executive board of the
clean development mecha-
nism (CDM) to validate and
certify functions in the sec-
toral scope of ‘afforestation
and reforestation’.

United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCC) to vali-
date and verify carbon cred-
it generated by the CDM
projects so far had entrusted
only to multinational agen-
cies with the authority.

The UNFCC’s clean devel-
opment mechanism pro-
gramme allows emission-
reduction projects in devel-
oping countries to earn cer-
tified emission reduction
(CER) credits, each equiva-

lent to 1 tonne of carbon
dioxide. These CER credits
can be traded, sold and used
by industrialised countries
to meet a part of their emis-
sion reduction-targets under
the kyoto protocol.

The CDM projects can be
developed in different sec-
tors like energy, transport,
forestry etc. In the forestry
sector, afforestation and
reforestation are the only
activities permitted.

An apex body in the nation-
al forestry research system,
the ICFRE deals with the
solution-based forestry
tesearch in tune with the
emerging issues of the sector,
including climate change,
conservation of the biologi-
cal diversity, combating
desertification and sustain-
able management and devel-
opment of resources.

The ICFRE applied for
designated operational enti-
ty status of the UNFCCC on
July 17, 2009, and received
accreditation in February this
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year at the 59th meeting of
the Executive Board of the
Clean Development Mecha-
nism (CDMEB).

All those seeking valida~
tion and verification of the"
carbon credits generated™
by the CMD projects will
now have an option to go
for validation process pay-
ing lesser charges that
what is charged by the
multinational companies
that are based outside the
country and have their
headquarters in Delhi.

Significantly, the accredi-
tation to the ICFRE is valid
for a period of three years
from the date of issuance
and will allow the ICFRE to
verify and certify any and afl
projects  pertaining to.
afforestation or reforesta-
tion across the country.

“The accreditation of the
ICFRE will certainly pro-
vided a fillip to the forestry
projects in the country,”
observed senior ICFRE sci-

entist VRS Rawat. ///m




