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Training on Eco-restoration begins {E
FRI for Eastern Coalfields executlves

By OUR STAFF REPORTER
DEHRADUN, 5 Sep: A one week
short term training programme on
“Ecological restoration of mined
lands” began at the Forest Research
Institute and will continue till 9
September. It is being held for the
executives of Eastern Coalfields
Limited. Dr Laxmi Rawat, Head-
Ecology and Environment
Division, welcomed Chief Guest Dr
VRR Singh, participants and
others. Dr HB Vasistha, Course
Director, gave an overview of the
course content. The main objective
of the training programme is to
bring the participants abreast about
the measures taken in restoration
of coal mines. This is the third
training programme and designed
on the same line as per ones.

The training was
inaugurated by Chief Guest Dr
VRR Singh, Head, Siliviculture

Division, FRI. He emphasised
that although coal mining was
very important and the need of
today, yet ecological restoration
was also an equally important
aspect. He gave the example of

Mussoorie, where the lime stone
quarrying was going on some
years ago. Now, it was looking
green after the eco-restoration
works carried out by FRI and Eco-
Task Force. The same experience

was also seen in the Bhati Stone
mines of Haryana. He also spoke
about the role of restoration in
overburdens dumped at sites
generated during the
construction of hydel projects to

check the silt problem in the
rivers as well as reservoirs.
Therefore, there was an urgent
need to find the solutions and
sustainable management of these
lands and ecological restoration
was most important to achieve
the goal. He expressed the hope
that from this training, the
participants would learn about
ecological restoration of these
mined lands and to preserve the
natural resources.

As many as 11 participants
from Eastern Coalfields will be
trained in this course. ;

The vote of thanks was
proposed by Dr Mridula Negi.
Present on the occasion were the
Heads of Division of FRI and
scientists of the Ecology and .
Environment Division, Nirmal Ram
and Dr Pramod Kumar were also
present.
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Training on Eco restoration of

coal fields takes off at.

‘Deltradun,
. Sept 5 (MTNS)
. One week short term

training programme on’
“Ecological restoration of”

mined lands” is being held
at Forest Research Insti-
tute, Dehradun from 5th to
9th September to the offic-
ers/executives of the East-
ern CoalfieldsdLimited (A
subsidiary of Coal India
Ltd.). Dr. Laxmi Rawat,
Head Ecology and Environ-
ment Division, welcomed
the Chief Guest Dr. V.R.R,
Singh, IFS, participants
and other members pre-
sent. ;

Dr.H.B.Vasistha, Course
Director gave the overview
of coursé content. The
rgain objective of this train-
ing programme is to abreast
the participants about the
measures taken in restora-
tion of coal mines.

This is the third training
programme and designed
on the same lines as per pre-
vious trainings.

The training was inaugu-

B

rated by Chief Guest Dr.
V.R.R.Singh, IFS, Head,
Siliviculture Divuision, FRI,
and Dr. Singh emphasized

that though the coal min-

ing is very important and
need of today but ecologi-

cal restoration is also

equally imgortant aspects.
He gave the example of
Mussoorie areas where the
lime stone quarrying was
going on some years back.
Now it is looking green af-

ter the eco-restoration
work was carried out by FRI
and Ecotask Force.
The same experience was
also seen in the Bhati Stone
mines of Haryana. He also
necessitated the role of res-

1

ftoration in overburdens
dumped at.sites generated

during the construction of
hydro projects to check the

“silt problem in the rivers as

well as reservoir.
Therefore, it is an urgent
need to find the solution
and sustainable manage-
ment of these lands and
ecological restoration is
most important to achieve
the goal. He hoped,; from
this training, trainees will
get abreast with ecological
restoration of these mined
lands and preserye-fhe
natural resources which is
the need of today. ~  °
11 participants from East-
ern Coalfields Limited (A
subsidiary of Coal India
Ltd.), will be trained in this
course. At the end, Vote of
Thanks was proposed by
Dr. Mridula Negi. On this
occasion all the Heads: of
Divisions of FRI and Scien-
tist of Ecology and Environ-
ment Division Nirmal Ram
and Dr. Pramod Kumar were
also present. .
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SCIENTISTS FOR
URGENT TREATMENT
OF MINE DUMPS

DEHRADUM: Scientists and other
environment experts from FRI
and ICFRE feel that unabated
and excessive mining is a major
cause of land degradation and
ecological loss in the country.
According to them restoration
is the o1 i

restoration of mined lands, sen-
ior FRI scientist Dr VRR Singh
stated that ecological restora-
tion was equally important as
mining. He said that areas wit-
nessing. construction of
hydropower oft face silt dep-
osition problems leading to
blockade of power generation
gmﬂnmm%wm
lump treatment b e mining
organisations will helpin con-
trolling the silt flow into the

the forest areas. The waste
deposited leave the land unpro-
ductive as these might not be
necessarily soil or its con-
stituents,” informed Dr HB
Vashistha, scientist at ecology
and environmental division FRI
and coordinator of the training

programme.

She added that unabated
mining will result into shrink-
age of land resources in the
country. “This will finally lead
to huge gap between demand
and supply,” Dr HB Vashistha
said. HTC





	[image: image7.png]




	[image: image8.jpg]THE

PIONEE]
6 Sebtemben, 20]]

Mussoorie model showcased at
FRI course on land restoration

PNS M DEHRADUN:

he  Forest Research

Institute’s silviculture divi-
sion head, VRR Singh, said
that though coal mining is a
very important and necessary
activity, the ecological restora-
tion of land damaged by min-
ing is also equally im})onanL

He said this while inau-
gurating the one-week short
term training programme on
ecological restoration of
mined lands for officers of the
Eastern Coalfields Limited
 (a subsidiary of Coal India
Ltd) organised by the Ecology
and Environment division of
the institute.

Addressing the gather-
ing, the silviculture division
head cited the example of the
area in Mussoorie which was
damaged by quarrying for
limestone in the past. This
area is now green following
eco-restoration works carried

out by FRI and the Eco-Task
Force. The same scenario was
also seen in the case of Bhati
stone mines in Haryana.
Singh also stressed on the
necessity of cleaning up rub-
ble generated -during con-
struction of hydro projects to
check the problem of silting in
rivers as well as the reservoirs.
"There is an urgent need
for finding solutions to ensure
sustainable management of
these lands and ecological
restoration is important for

achieving this goal", he said.
He expressed hope that the
trainees would learn the lat-
est facets of ecological restora-
tion of these mined lands
and work to preserve the nat-
ural resources based
on what they learn at
the institute.

Earlier, the Ecology and
Environment division head,
Lakshmi Rawat, welcomed
the chief guest, participants
and others present on the
occasion. The course director,
HB Vasistha gave an overview
of the curriculum.

The main objective of the
training programme was to
inform participants about the
measures taken in restoration
of coal mines. This was the
third ‘training programme
being held in the institute
with 11 participants from
Eastern Coalfields Limited
receiving training in
this course.






