
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Celebrating Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, a one day webinar on “Conservation and value addition of fruits of Forest 

origin” was organized by Forest Research Centre for Eco-Rehabilitation, Prayagraj on 2nd July, 2021. 

Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav is an initiative of the Government of India to celebrate and commemorate 75 years of 

progressive India and the glorious history of its people, culture and achievements. This Mahotsav is dedicated to the 

people of India who have not only been instrumental in bringing India thus far in its evolutionary journey but also hold 

within them the power and potential to enable Prime Minister Modi’s vision of activating India 2.0, fuelled by the spirit of 

Atmanirbhar Bharat. It is an embodiment of all that is progressive about India’s socio-cultural, political and economic 

identity.  

Also United Nations is observing 2021 as the International Year of Fruits and Vegetables (IYFV) to highlight the 

vital role of fruits and vegetables in human nutrition and food security, as well as urging efforts to improve sustainable 

production and reduce waste. Domestication of fruit plants is an age-old practice in anywhere in the world. Indian 

subcontinent had rich diversity of wild fruit origin plants, known to only local people and forest-dwellers, who use them 

as food or medicines and source of income. These plants are neither become very popular, nor create a good market in 

the country; though some of them are nutritionally very rich and some have great medicinal value. Due to human 



intervention and deforestation we may have already lose some of their variety from their natural habitat.  With the 

COVID-19 pandemic the need to transform and rebalance the way our food is produced and consumed has only been 

further stressed. Thus, the Webinar on conservation and value addition of fruits of forest origin was organized in which 

eminent scholars shared their knowledge on conservation, sustainable utilization, value addition, genetic diversity of 

wild edible fruits with more than 100 participants who got connected online. At the beginning of the program, Center 

Head Dr. Sanjay Singh in his welcome address apprised about the outline of the program and emphasized the value of 

vast resources wild edible fruit species available in the country for livelihood generation. The webinar was co-ordinated 

by Dr. Anita Tomar, Scientist F and Dr. Anubha Srivastav, Scientist C. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROGRAMME SCHEDULE 
2 JULY, 2021 

 

      11:00 AM Inauguration of Conference 

11:05-11:15 AM Welcome Address by Head, FRCER- Dr. Sanjay Singh  

11:15-11:45 AM Speaker: Prof. R. Vasudeva 

Professor and Head  
Department of Forest Biology, College of Forestry, University of Agriculture Sciences, 
Dharwad, Karnataka 

Topic: Conservation and utilization of wild edible fruits resources of the Western Ghats 

11:50-12:20 PM Speaker: Dr. Lobrang Wangchu 
Associate Professor and Head 

Department of Fruit Science, College of Horticulture and Forestry, CAU, Pasighat, 
Arunachal Pradesh 
Topic: Importance of wild fruits in human nutrition 

12:25-12:55 PM Speaker:  Prof. S. Rama Rao 

Department of Biotechnology and Bioinformatics , North-Eastern Hill University, Shillong 
Topic: Genetic diversity analysis of wild edible fruits  

01:00-01:30 PM Speaker: Dr. Vijay Singh Meena 

Scientist Sr. Scale- (Fruit Science) 
OIC, ICAR-NBPGR, Regional Station, Jodhpur CAZRI Campus, Rajasthan 

Topic: Conservation of wild fruits of Semi-Arid region 

 Question and Answer session 
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