REDD+ Himalaya Project Dissemination Workshop held at
Indian Council of Forestry Research and Education Hgs.

REDD+ is now widely recognized as one of the climate change mitigation approach.
Developing countries are in different stages of their REDD+ preparedness. REDD+ attracts
highest attention in developing country like India where local communities have high
dependency on forests for their livelihoods.

ICFRE in collaboration with International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development
(ICIMOD), Kathmandu (Nepal) jointly implemented ‘Trans-boundary REDD+ Himalaya
Project’” from November 2015 to December 2018 which mainly focused on capacity
buildings, technology sharing and knowledge dissemination on various aspects of REDD-plus
in North-Eastern States of India for implementation of REDD-plus programmes. A REDD+
Himalaya Project Dissemination Workshop was organized at ICFRE, Dehradun on 27th
December 2018.

Speaking on the occasion Shri S.D. Sharma, Dy. Director General (Research), ICFRE in his
welcomed addressed apprised about the objectives of the workshop. He also highlighted
that although project focus was in Mizoram, however the project outcome also helped ICFRE
to develop National REDD+ Strategy which was finally released by the Government of India.

Dr. R.S. Rawat, Scientist-in-Charge Biodiversity and Climate Change Division gave a detailed
account of project activities undertaken during the project period. Among the main activities
of REDD+ Himalaya were preparation of State REDD+ Action Plans for the state of Mizoram
and Uttarakhand, study on the drivers of deforestation and forest degradation, and
strategies to address the derivers, capacity building programmes and various income
generation activities initiated for the local communities. A short documentary highlighting
the project achievements was also released on the occasion.

Mr V.R.S. Rawat, Consultant at ICFRE gave presentation on National REDD+ Strategy recently
released by the Ministry of the Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Government of
India. The strategy addresses drivers of deforestation and forest degradation and also gave a
road map for enhancement of forest carbon stocks and achieving sustainable management
of forests through REDD+ actions. The strategy proposes Green Skill Development
programme for imparting forestry related specialised skill.

In accordance to UN requirements countries implementing REDD+ must prepare a Safeguard
Information System that addresses governance, environmental and social safeguards. Dr.
Sanjay Singh, Scientist, BCC Division presented a framework for developing a REDD+
Safeguard Information System when implementing REDD+ on ground. Participants had a
brainstorming session on developing a Safeguard Information System. Existing policies,
legislations and regulation that can form part of safeguard Information System were
discussed. Dr. R.S. Rawat presented Vote of Thanks at the concluding session. Officers from
ICFRE, FRI and other research organizations participated in the project dissemination
workshop.
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he land use based climate

mitigation approach of
‘Reducing Emissions from
Deforestation and Forest
1 Degradation’ (REDD) along
with conservation of forest
carbon stocks, sustainable
management of forests and
enhancement of forest carbon
stocks collectively known as
REDD plus is now widely
recognised as one of the climate
change mitigation approaches.

The Indian Council of
Forestry Research and
Education (ICFRE) in collab-
oration with International
Centre for Integrated Mountain
development (ICIMOD) of
Nepal jointly implemented
trans-boundary REDD-plus
Himalayas project which main-
Iy focused on capacity hmldmf.
technology sharing and knowl-
edge dissemination on REDD-

plus. A project dissemination
workshop on REDD plus
Himalaya was organised at
n Thursday.

Speaking on the occasion
ICFRE deputy director gener
al (Research) SD Sharma said
that although the project focus
was in Mizoram, the project
outcome also helped ICFRE to
develop national REDD plus
strategy which was released by
the Government of India.

Scientist in charge, biodi-
versity and climate change, RS
Rawat gave a detailed account
of project activities conducted
during the project period.
Among the main activities
were preparation of State
REDD action plan for the
states of Mizoram and
Uttarakhand, study on the dri
vers of deforestation and forest
degradation and strategies to
mﬁm,\\ the drivers.

Rawat also highlighted

capacity building programmes
and various income generation
activities initiated for the local
communities.

ICFRE consultant VRS
Rawat gave a presentation on
National REDD plus strategy
recently released by the
Ministry of the Environment,
Forests and Climate Change.
The strategy will be addressing
drivers :}wdclurcsuuon an
forest degradation and also
developing a road map for
enhancement of forest carbon
stocks and achieving sustain-
able management of forests
lhrml!ﬁh REDD plus actions.

The strategy will support
empowerment of youth cadre
as community foresters to lead
the charge at the local level
Green skill development pro
gramme for imparting forestry
related specialised skill will
also be implemented

He pointed out that REDD

plus attracts highest attention
in developing country like
India where local communities,
forest dwelling tribal commu
nities have high dependency on
forests for their livelihoods.

ICFRE scientist Sanjay
Singh presented a lumcwm’l
for developing a safeguard
information system when
implementing REDD plus on
ground.

As per United Nations
requirements countries imple-
menting REDD plus must pre-
pare a safeguard information
system that addresses a set of
governance, environmental and
social safeguards.

Participants had a brain
storming session on developing
a safeguard information sys
tem. Existing policies, legisla
tions and regulation that can
form part of safeguard infor-
mation system were also dis.
cussed.
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REDD+ Himalayas: Developing and Using Experience
in Implementing REDD+ in Himalaya

Project Dissemination Workshop
27 December 2018

Evolution of REDD+ under United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)
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In Cancun, in 2010, Governments agreed to boost action to curb emissions from deforestation and forest
degradation in developing countries with technological and financial support. Cancun Agreement encourages
developing country Parties to contribute to mitigation actions in the forest sector by undertaking the following
activities:

1. Reducing emissions from deforestation; 4. Sustainable management of forest &

2. Reducing emissions from forest degradation; 5. Enhancement of forest carbon stocks

3. Conservation of forest carbon stocks;

REDD+ is now widely recognized as financial incentive to the communities for their contribution in reducing
greenhouse gas emissions from forests through reduction in deforestation & forest degradation and enhancement
of forest carbon stocks through forest conservation and sustainable development of forests.

REDD+ Opportunities to synergize between Mitigation and Adaptation

REDD+ is primarily a climate change mitigation effort. However, deforestation and forest degradation are
accompanied by the loss of loss of many ecosystem services and goods which provide a variety of income
possibilities, material welfare, livelihoods, security, resilience and social wellbeing etc. These ecosystem services,
and their continuous supply are becoming increasingly important in the context of adaptation to climate change.
REDD+ programme and actions if implemented properly, has a potential to contribute towards mitigation and
adaptation to climate change and at the same time can provide financial incentives to the participating
communities. In Paris (Conference of Parties, 21 of UNFCCC), the parties recognized role of forests as carbon sink
for mitigation of climate change. Article 5 of Paris Agreement encourages all Parties, developed and developing
countries to take action to conserve and enhance emissions sinks and reservoirs, including forests. It also
encourages countries to “take action to implement and support, including through results-based payments”
REDD+ activities.
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Scope of REDD+ Implementation in India

With nearly 200,000 villages classified as forest fringe
villages in India inhabiting an estimated 350 million rural
people constituting about 30% of India’s population, there is
obviously large dependence of communities on forest
resources. About 30% of India’s forests are being managed
through more than 118,213 Joint Forest Management
Committees (JEMCs).

There is ample scope and opportunities for integrating
REDD+ initiative with the community controlled/managed
forest and Joint Forest Management (JFM) programme of
activities. JEM has enabled protection and regeneration of
existing forests which will contribute in conservation of
forests and also the carbon stocks. This approach matches
with the objectives of REDD+ programmes. Promoting and
integrating REDD+ actions in JEM activities to increase
sequestration of carbon stock will meet both national
objectives of climate change mitigation and international
obligations as a responsive member of international
community.

India’s Readiness for REDD+ Implementation

Financial support for REDD+ at bilateral and multilateral
level led many countries to initiate REDD+ readiness
programme and pilot projects at domestic level.
Government of India is keen to start REDD+ at national
level. National REDD+ Strategy (NRS) has been prepared by
ICFRE on behalf of Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change, and released by the Government of India in
August 2018. A National Governing Council for REDD+
(NGC-REDD+) and National Designated Entity for REDD+
(NDE-REDD+) have been established at MoEFCC for
implementation of NRS. Forest Reference Level (FRL) has
been developed by Ministry & submitted to the UNFCCC.

The road map of actions that need to be for the REDD+
implementation in India is as follows:

 Capacity building programmes.

« Development of Monitoring Reporting and Verification
(MRV) systems.

¢ Initiation of demonstration/pilot activities at sub
nationallevel.

* Quantification of REDD+ benefits, developing benefits
sharing mechanism with REDD+ communities.

+ Development of Safeguard Information System (SIS) for
REDD+.

+ Finance for REDD+ actions. Performance based
payments for emission reduction.

India has joined UN-REDD Programme and will help in
capacity building for REDD+ at national level. Few isolated
REDD+ are underway in different parts of the country.




REDD+ Himalaya: Developing and Using
Experience in implementing REDD+ in the
Himalaya

In 2015, ICIMOD-GIZ has initiated a programme on
‘REDD+ Himalayas: Developing and using experience in
implementing REDD+ in the Himalaya” to build the
capacity of REDD+ focal points in transboundary
landscapes of India, Nepal, Bhutan and Myanmar.

In Indian part, REDD+ Himalaya Project is implemented by
ICFRE in collaboration with ICIMOD. REDD+ capacity
building was focussed on North-Eastern part of the country
under this project. The project assisted in developing and

implementation of REDD+ projects on trainings, technology
sharing and knowledge dissemination.

The overall goal of the project is to build the capacity of the
REDD+ focal points for the development and
implementation of National REDD+ Strategy or Action
Plans, through conservation and sustainable management
of forest.

Project Outcomes are as follows:

 Stock Taking of REDD+ in India.
+ Scoping of REDD+ inKailash Sacred Landscape of India.

 Identification of drivers of deforestation and forest degradation in
Mizoram.

* Strategy for addressing drivers of deforestation and forest degradation in
Mizoram.

» REDD+ Working Group for North-Eastern States of India.

» Supportfor developing National REDD+ Strategy.

+ State REDD+ Action Plan for Mizoram.

 State REDD+ Action Plan for Uttarakhand.

+ Training Manual on REDD+MRV.

* Capacity building of relevant stakeholders on different aspects of REDD+.
« Capacity building of local communities on REDD+ MRV.

 Estimation of biomass and carbon stocks of bamboo species through
development of allometric equations.

 Strategy for high conservation networks and biodiversity indicators to be
used for REDD+ implementation in the state of Mizoram.

+ Implementation of REDD+: Roles and responsibilities at centre and state
level.

* Mainstreaming of REDD+ activities in to management plan.

» Feasibility for identification, adoption and developing of appropriate
technology for improved cook stove, solar energy, agroforestry and ) )
livestock management in Mizoram. The project will endeavor

» Manual of suitable REDD+ species of Mizoram. to c!evelop 4 RE[_)D"'_ Pﬂ_"t
project for Mamit district

* Model project design document: REDD+ Pilot Project, District Mamit in of Mizoram and to get
Mizoram. financial incentives for the

» Alternation income generation activities through: introduction of solar participating communities
dryer, cooking and powdering unit for turmeric, and establishment of through Green Climate
shaded coffee demonstration plantations in the project villages of Mamit Fund or voluntary carbon
District of Mizoram. market.

+ Establishment of Bamboo demonstration plot for at Aizwal (Mizoram).



Way Forword

It is planned to continue the REDD+ Himalaya Project in its
second phase with following activities:

 Identification of state specific drivers of deforestation and
forest degradation in other Indian Himalayan states.

¢ Preparation of SRAPs for other Indian Himalayan States
(HP, J&K, Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim, Meghalaya,
Tripura, Nagaland and Manipur).

+ Strengthening of State REDD+ Cells in the Indian
Himalayan States through building their capacities for
implementation of National REDD+ Strategy.

» Capacity buildings cum awareness of stakeholders of the
other Himalayan States on different aspects of REDD+
including gender mainstreaming in REDD+
implementation.

« Maintenance of shaded coffee plantations.

Non Carbon Benefits:
Multiple Benefits from REDD+

Social Environmental
Income Generation --- Conservation of
-- Enhanced Food Biodiversity
Security --- Protection of
-- Preservation of Ecosystem Services
Traditional Livelihoods provided by Forests
amd Culture
| Organized by tn’-‘fov;:\;tumlm
istry of Emvi
Governnance oy Enviosmant

--- Establishing secure land tenure

--- Increased transperancy and
local participation in forest
management policies or system

For further details, please contact:
Scientist Inchrage
Biodiversity and Climate Change Division, Directorate of Research
Indian Council of Forestry Research and Education (ICFRE)
P.O. New Forest, Dehradun-248006, Uttarakhand, India
Email: adg bcc@icfre.org, Ph.: 0135-2750296, 2224803

On behalf of:

4 %
s Federal Ministry
I C I M O D IZ F;ru:::;ri:t?gﬂl{?““ 0 for the Environment, Nature Conservation
Zusammenarbeit (51Z) BmbH and Nuclear Safety o el
OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

T —

of the Federal Republic of Germany



