REDD+ Himalaya Project Dissemination Workshop held at
Indian Council of Forestry Research and Education Hqs.
REDD+ is now widely recognized as one of the climate change mitigation approach.
Developing countries are in different stages of their REDD+ preparedness. REDD+ attracts
highest attention in developing country like India where local communities have high
dependency on forests for their livelihoods.
ICFRE in collaboration with International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development
(ICIMOD), Kathmandu (Nepal) jointly implemented ‘Trans-boundary REDD+ Himalaya
Project’ from November 2015 to December 2018 which mainly focused on capacity
buildings, technology sharing and knowledge dissemination on various aspects of REDD-plus
in North-Eastern States of India for implementation of REDD-plus programmes. A REDD+
Himalaya Project Dissemination Workshop was organized at ICFRE, Dehradun on 27th
December 2018.
Speaking on the occasion Shri S.D. Sharma, Dy. Director General (Research), ICFRE in his
welcomed addressed apprised about the objectives of the workshop. He also highlighted
that although project focus was in Mizoram, however the project outcome also helped ICFRE
to develop National REDD+ Strategy which was finally released by the Government of India.
Dr. R.S. Rawat, Scientist-in-Charge Biodiversity and Climate Change Division gave a detailed
account of project activities undertaken during the project period. Among the main activities
of REDD+ Himalaya were preparation of State REDD+ Action Plans for the state of Mizoram
and Uttarakhand, study on the drivers of deforestation and forest degradation, and
strategies to address the derivers, capacity building programmes and various income
generation activities initiated for the local communities. A short documentary highlighting
the project achievements was also released on the occasion.
Mr V.R.S. Rawat, Consultant at ICFRE gave presentation on National REDD+ Strategy recently
released by the Ministry of the Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Government of
India. The strategy addresses drivers of deforestation and forest degradation and also gave a
road map for enhancement of forest carbon stocks and achieving sustainable management
of forests through REDD+ actions. The strategy proposes Green Skill Development
programme for imparting forestry related specialised skill.
In accordance to UN requirements countries implementing REDD+ must prepare a Safeguard
Information System that addresses governance, environmental and social safeguards. Dr.
Sanjay Singh, Scientist, BCC Division presented a framework for developing a REDD+
Safeguard Information System when implementing REDD+ on ground. Participants had a
brainstorming session on developing a Safeguard Information System. Existing policies,
legislations and regulation that can form part of safeguard Information System were
discussed. Dr. R.S. Rawat presented Vote of Thanks at the concluding session. Officers from
ICFRE, FRI and other research organizations participated in the project dissemination
workshop.
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