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Report on workshop cum capacity building programme organized by Eco Task
Force, Kufri and ICFRE-HFRI Shimla jointly at Kufri, Shimla

Eco Task Force and ICFRE-HFRI Shimla jointly organized workshop cum capacity building programme
on Stabilizing Landslide and Flash Flood-Affected Terrains in Himachal Pradesh on 16™ September,
2025 at Kufri Army Camp, Shimla with aim to address climate change impacts and enhance
environmental practices in the fragile Himalayan regions of Himachal Pradesh. The Eco Task Force
personnel were the participants of the programme and they were apprised & trained about
sustainable, eco-friendly techniques to improve plant growth and protect against diseases. Dr.
Sandeep Sharma, Director-incharge of ICFRE-HFRI, emphasized integrated plant management
through bioremediation-focused efforts to ensure long-term ecological stability. Dr. Ashwani Tapwal,
Scientist, explained how Mycorrhizal fungus consortiums can boost plant survival rates. Dr. Pravin
Rawat highlighted the importance of fodder fencing to prevent cattle grazing and reduce forest fires.
Col. Deepak Kumar, Commanding Officer of the 133 Eco Task Force, underscored the need for
diverse, high-density plantations to enhance soil stability in the Himalayan terrain. HFRI scientists
also conducted a field visit to inspect the Eco Task Force’s nursery operations at Battalion
Headquarters; Kufri suggested some recommendations for improvement of planting stock. At the

end detailed discussion was held and all queries of ETF personnel were addressed.
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