World Environment Day (WED), 2019
Institute of Forest Genetics & Tree Breeding (IFGTB), Coimbatore
5th June is celebrated every year as World Environment Day (WED). WED is the United
Nations day for encouraging worldwide awareness and action to protect our
environment. Since it began in 1974, the event has grown to become a global platform
for public outreach that is widely celebrated in over 100 countries. WED 2019 urges
governments, industries, communities and individuals to come together to explore
renewable energy, green technologies and improve air quality in cities and regions
across the world.

In line with UN declaration; Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change is
observing the World Environment Day, 2019 on the theme ―Beat Air Pollution‖. India
has formulated and launched the National Clean Air Programme (NCAP). This is a long
term time bound national level strategy and tackle the increasing pollution problem
across the country. The objective of NCAP is comprehensive plan for prevention,
control and abatement of air pollution besides augmenting the air quality monitoring
network. The tentative national level target is reduction of PM2.5 and PM10
concentration by 20% – 30% by 2024.
On the theme of ―Air Pollution‖, the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
for World Environment Day has released new theme song & video — ―Hawa Aane De”.
The video focuses on the children and their future. With the air in India growing more
toxic with each passing year from the discharge of chemical pollutants from a variety of
sources, the song is a call-to-action for everyone in the nation to come together and
combat the environmental challenges of our time.

On the observance of World Environment Day celebrations on 5th June 2019, the
Extension Division of IFGTB organised bamboo planting campaign to kick start the
monsoon planting programmes of IFGTB. It is important to note that IFGTB is setting up
clone bank of Bamboo in Forest Campus and Forest Research Station at Panampally,
Kerala under the National Bamboo Mission (NBM) Programme. Dr. Mohit Gera, Director
IFGTB along with all staff and employees carried out planting of important Bamboo
varieties such as Dendrocalamus brandisii, Bambusa mizorameana, Dendrocalamus
giganteus, Thyrsostachys oliveri & Dendrocalamus longispathus which were being
multiplied by the Institute for planting on farm lands in State of Tamil Nadu.

Forest Campus sprawls over 162 acres of land in heart of Coimbatore. Befitting to the
theme of the WED 2019, IFGTB appealled to all inmates to take up ―Zero Burning‖
campaign to bring solidarity in awarenes raising on ―BeatAirPollution‖. This appeal was
made for raising awareness for this year WED, 2019 theme – ―Beat Air Pollution‖ in
the campus.

Speaking on the occasion, Dr. Mohit Gera, Director, stressed that WED is the "people's
day" for doing something to take care of the Earth. That "something" can be local,
national or global. It can be a solo action or involve different stakeholders. He also
emphasized the importance of sustained self-initiated action of each individual for
keeping the campus clean and for adherence of ―zero burning‖. A graffiti wall was
installed in the institute for 3 days to garner support and suggestion of walkers and
public on the theme of WED in the forest campus. This initiative saw an overwhelming
support of the students and public with more than 75 entries.
A three days activity on ―BeatAirPollution‖ was arranged at Edu Center for the school
and college students visiting Gass Forest Museum at IFGTB, Coimbatore. More than
150 students of YWCA Matriculation School, Coimbatore and Chinmaya Vidhyalaya,
Coimbatore, participated in the awareness campaign. The theme song of WED 2019
released by MOEF&CC, video show on Air Pollution was moderated by Shri. P.
Chandrasekaran, STO and talk show by Dr. Thangamani, Scientist, IFGTB and Ph.D
scholars of IFGTB on Mangroves and Air Pollution were arranged to the students for
awareness raising.

DIRECTOR
IFGTB

Shri. Rajesh Gopalan, Head Extension, welcoming
the gathering

Opening Remarks by Dr. Mohit Gera, Director on WED,
2019

Bamboo Planting in Bamboo Hi-tech Nursery

IFGTBians participating in Graffiti Wall at IFGTB

IFGTBians in the WED, 2019 Celebrations

Talk to Scientist program on WED, 2019

Students participation in WED, 2019

Students participating in Graffiti Wall at IFGTB

Indian Express, published on 06.06.2019

Times of India, Published on 06.06.2019

The Hindu, 07.06.2019

