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Online National Seminar on "Propagation, Management and Development of Value 

Chain in Bamboos" was organized on 10th February 2021 by Genetics and Tree 

Improvement Division, Tropical Forest Research Institute, Jabalpur.   The Seminar 

started with the inaugural program. Dr. Fatima Shirin, HOD, GTI Division, TFRI and 

Organizing Secretary addressed the guests and welcomed all the invitees and participants. 

She briefed about the importance of Bamboo in livelihood generation and environmental 

rejuvenation. She emphasized the need for quality planting material to enhance 

productivity and increase in green cover outside forest areas. Dr. G. Rajeshwar Rao, 

ARS, Director, TFRI and Convenor of the National Seminar addressed the gathering and 

welcomed the guests. He stressed on the importance of development of complete value 

chain in bamboo from primary growers to consumers. He elaborated that providing 

technical support to stakeholders in developing functional value chain will lead to 

economic, social and ecological sustainability of Bamboo cultivation. Dr. Alka Bhargava, 

IFS, Additional Secretary, Agroforestry and National Bamboo Mission, Ministry of 

Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, New Delhi was the special invitee. She explained in 

detail about the initiatives being taken by NBM for promoting bamboo sector in the 

country. She emphasized on the industrialization of the sector, need for certified quality 

planting material of commercially important species like Bambusa tulda to be supplied 

by institutes like TFRI. Shri A.S. Rawat, IFS, Director General, ICFRE, Dehradun was 

the Chief Guest and addressed the gathering and congratulated the Director, TFRI and 

staff of TFRI for organizing the online National Seminar. He sought the intervention of 

NBM for promoting the quality planting material produced by ICFRE institutes among 

stakeholders under license agreement. He appreciated the themes being covered in the 

seminar and suggested for including marketing and market linkages in future 

programmes on Bamboo. The E-abstract book was inaugurated by him through virtual 

mode. The inaugural programme ended with thanks to the eminent guests and all 

participants by Dr. Fatima Shirin. The seminar was attended by 149 participants. The 

Technical sessions started with the invited lecture by Dr. B.B. Singh, IFS, PCCF, M.P. 



Forest Department. He discussed about the programmes of MP State Bamboo Mission, 

and it’s vision. He further elaborated on popularization of bamboo in farmer’s field, 

establishment of industrial clusters, Bamboo Economic Zones in M. P. and other aspects 

of commercialization. The Technical session consisted of four themes. The Theme-I was 

on Principles and practices of macro propagation and tissue culture of Bamboos. 

Different speakers presented their work on vegetative propagation of Bamboos. The 

session was chaired by Dr. E.M. Muralidharan, Senior scientist (Retd.), KFRI, Kerala.  

The Theme-II was on Silviculture and nursery management in Bamboos was chaired by 

Dr. R.S.C. Jayaraj, IFS, Director, RFRI, Jorhat, Assam. The Theme-III was on 

Management of pests and diseases and genetic diversity of bamboos chaired by Dr. Nitin 

Kulkarni, Director, IFP, Ranchi, Jharkhand. Dr. G. Rajeshwar Rao, ARS, Director, TFRI, 

Jabalpur chaired the last technical session on Agroforestry and development of value 

chain of bamboos. Online presentations were done by different participants and 

discussions and deliberations were carried out throughout the day. Plenary session was 

chaired by Dr. G. Rajeshwar Rao, Director, TFRI, Jabalpur and panel discussion was 

conducted with expert members and participants.  At the end of plenary session, vote of 

thanks was proposed by Dr. Pramod Kumar, Scientist-C, TFRI, Jabalpur and Joint 

Organizing Secretary of the Seminar. 
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