
 

 
 

FOREST RESEARCH CENTRE FOR ECO-REHABILITATION, PRAYAGRAJ 
 

PROF. R. MISRA MEMORIAL LECTURE 

  (2nd March, 2021) 

FRCER, Prayagraj organized “Prof. Ramdeo Misra Memorial 

Lecture Series” on 2nd March, 2021 adhering guidelines issued for 

COVID pandemic both in Offline and Online modes. The lecture series 

has been instituted by the Centre as tribute to Prof. Ramdeo Misra 

revered as Father of Ecology in India.   

Prof. R. Misra:  

After obtaining Ph.D. in ecology (1937) under Prof. W. H. Pearsail, 

FRS from Leeds University in UK, he returned to establish ecology teaching 

and research at the Department of Botany of the Banaras Hindu University. 

Under his leadership, this Department gained international recognition for 

research of ecology of tropical ecosystems (forests, grasslands, ponds, lakes, 

etc.). His researches laid the foundation for understanding of tropical 

communities and their succession, environmental responses of plant 

populations, and productivity and nutrient cycling in tropical forests and 

grassland ecosystems.  

He served on UNESCO’s Man and Biosphere Programme as Vice-

Chairman of its International Coordination Council; Chairman, International 

Commission for Training & Research Ecology (1967). Member, Governing Body 

of Wildlife Institute of India (1986-), Advisory Board of Botanical Survey of India 

(1970-73), Indian National Committee on Human Environment (1969-72), 

NCEPC; Vice-Chairman, MAB National. Prof. R. Misra received Birbal Sahni 

Gold Medal (1967); Jawaharlal Nehru Gold Medal (Madhya Pradesh Vigyan 

Academy) (1974); Bronze Medal International Society for Tropical Ecology 

(1979); Sanjay Gandhi Award for environment and Ecology (Government of 

India) (1984); Professor TS Sadasivan Endowment Lecture (INSA) (1984); 

Swami Pranavanand Saraswati Award (UGC) (1986). He delivered the Malaviya 

Memorial Foundation Lecture (BHU) (1986) and Platinum Jubilee Lecture 

Indian Science Congress (1991). He was the President, Botany Section, Indian 

Science Congress (1958) and a Fellow, National Academy of Sciences (India), 

Allahabad and Indian Botanical Society (President, 1959); Founder Fellow, 

National Institute of Ecology, World Academy of Arts and Science and 

International Society for Tropical Ecology (President, 1971-75). Committee 

(1972-75) and Member, INSA Council (1981-83).  

Commemorative medals have been instituted in honour of Ramdeo Misra, eg Founder’s Medal by 

International Society for Tropical Ecology (instituted in 1979); Ramdeo Misra Gold Medal by Indian 

Environmental Society (instituted in 1980). He served as chief editor, Tropical Ecology (1960-85); and Internatinal 

Journal of Ecology Environmental Science and Ecology (1975-88) besides being on the editorial boards of many 

journals and authored/co-authored three books.  

(1908–1998) 



             

The event was started with a floral tribute to the Late Prof. Ramdeo Misra. Prof. Anupam Pandey, 

Geography Department, Allahabad University, Prayagraj was the Honrary Speaker. Dr. Anubha 

Srivastava, Scientist, FRCER, Prayagraj hosted the event and welcomed all online and offline participants. 

 

The inaugration was done with lightening of the lamp by speaker and other dinataries and 

participants. The Honrary Speaker Prof. Anupam Pandey, Ms. Gopa Pandey, Retd. IFS and daughter of 

Prof. Ramdeo Misra and other dignateries like Shri S. P. Singh, IFS and Ex DDG, ICFRE, A. K. Pandey, 

Dr. Sas Viswas, Retd. Scientist, ICFRE, Dehradun, Dr. Sheo Kumar, Scientist E, Botanical Survey of 

India, Dr. Ararti Garg, Executive Director, BSI, Allahabad, Dr. A. N. Shukla, Prof. Amitabh Kar etc,  

participating online and offline, were formerly welcomed by Dr. Sanjay Singh, the Head, FRCER, 

Prayagraj. He said that the contribution of Prof. Misra will always be an inspiration to researchers in the 

field of ecology.  

It was followed by inaugural address by Ms. Gopa Pandey, Retd. IFS from MP cadre and daughter 

of pro. R. Misra. She paid tribute to her father and told about her father life style. She mentioned some 

memories with her father. She mentioned that she is grateful that such Memorial Lecture Series had been 

started by FRCER, Prayagraj. 

Introduction and Tribute to Prof. R. Misra was given by Dr. Kumud Dubey, Scientist FRCER, 

Prayagraj. She told about a brief summary of life of Late Prof. Ramdeo Misra and his achievements The 

Honrary speaker Prof. Anupam Pandey was introduced by Dr. Anita Tomar, Scientist, FRCER, Prayagraj. 

The memorial lecture was delivered by Prof. Anupam pandey on the topic “Impact of Urbanization on 

vegetation covers using Fuzzy Technique on Satellite Images”. In his lecture, he mentioned that as our 



world continues to experience the urban revolution that forges ahead with a varying degree in different 

parts of the world, the common denominator that exists everywhere is the loss of vegetation cover 

observed/recorded in the process of urban sprawl. Remote Sensing and GIS have emerged as one of the 

most powerful tools to map and monitor such changes in land covers, but as observed in other 

technologies, Remote Sensing has its strengths and limitations. To understand the strength and limitation 

of a given technique is an essential prerequisite for any scientific endeavour that is taken up.  

In recent times, Fuzzy techniques have improved our results relating to satellite Image 

Classification that makes monitoring of Urban heterogeneous surfaces and calculating the loss of 

vegetation cover more accurate but mapping within the pixels is what remains as a limitation for users and 

an area of interest for those who will develop it one day. 

 In the last, forum has been opened for questions. Each questions were well taken by the speaker. 

Memento had been given to the honorary speaker. In the end of the programme, vote of thanks had been 

given by Dr. Anubha Srivastava, Scientist, FRCER, Prayagraj.   

 

 Dr. Amitabh Kar, Retd. Professor, ANDUAT, Ayodhya, Shri Narmada Kunj, Dr. A. N. Shukla, 

Scientist, BSI, Dr. Nitisha Srivastav, BSI, Dr. Satendra Dev Shukla, Technical officer, FRCER, Prayagraj, 

Sri Siyaram, Mr. Sajjan Singh, TO, FRCER, Prayagraj, Mr. Harish Kumar, Mr. Ambuj, Mr. Ashok, 

students Aman  Mishra, Satyavrat, Faraj, Charlie Mishra, Vinit Tewari, Vinay, etc from FRCER, 

Prayagraj, students online, PG College Prayagraj, Students from Allahabad University, Representatives of 

Media  were remained present in Lecture.  
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